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Men’s & Women’s Curling Club Championship 
I – GENERAL 

In light of the fact the 2020 Everest Curling Club Canadian championships were cancelled due to Covid-
19 pandemic, the 2020 winning provincial teams will be eligible to compete in the 2021 Nova Scotia 
Curling Club championships.  

 

We trust that all participants will respect the intent of this championship which is for curling clubs 
to engage their members to participate in a club championship to declare a club champion to 
represent the curling club. The event is formulated for true club championship teams, not elite, 
past or present. The objective is to support the development of curling across Canada. We keep 
this objective in mind as we set our eligibility requirements and on-ice rules, including the CC 
Rules of Curling for General Play. Curling Canada reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to 
exclude any team that violates this spirit and intent as it pertains to the rules below. 

The Men’s & Women’s Club Championships are open to any curler in NS who meets the eligibility 
criteria for the Provincial & Canadian Championship and the Residency Directive. 

The winning teams earn the right to represent Nova Scotia at the Curling Club Championship. 

II – FORMAT OF PLAY 

The format of play for both Provincial Finals shall depend on the number of entries. The exact format of 
play will be determined by the NSCA Format of Play Directive (Section 4), in consultation with the Draw 
master and the Director of the Competitions Committee. 

Event(s) will have a maximum number of teams to be determined by NSCA prior to start of the current 
curling season once the host club(s) has been selected. The number of available sheets, format of play 
and amount of time available will influence the decision.  

Each NSCA Member Club will forward their declared entries for both men and women by a set deadline 
listing a Team 1 and a Team 2 as per III – Curling Club Championship Rules. 

Each Member Club will be guaranteed its Team 1.  Any remaining spots will be filled by ranking Member 
Clubs by current season membership until all remaining spots are filled. If a Team 2 declines the 
invitation, the next team on the list will be invited. 

All games at the Provincial Finals shall be: 
• Officiated  
• Timed 

III – CURLING CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY RULES 

Curling Canada reserves the right to exclude any team that violates the spirit and intent of this event as 
it pertains to the rules below:  
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1. Participating curling clubs must be affiliated with Nova Scotia Curling Association. 
They must be in good standing with all applicable dues to the Association paid in 
full.  

2. Any competitor (including 5th players and spares) must be members in good 
standing of an affiliated curling club for the duration of the process. Example, you 
compete in 2019-2020 to win your provincial / territorial event. You win the right to 
represent your province or territory at the Canadians which would be held in 2020-
2021. All players including 5th players or spares must be members of the same club 
in both years. Note: residency exemptions may be granted if a player moved from 
one province / territory to another in the off season between events.  

3. Any competitor is not required to be a Canadian citizen. A 5th player may compete 
at any level of competition including the Canadian Championships. If they play, they 
must play the traditional lead position throwing the first two stones of any and all 
ends for their team and sweeping delivered stones numbered 3-8. No exceptions. 
Any 5th player costs will be the responsibility of the team.  

4. Once a four-person team enters the club championships playdowns, a maximum of 
one (1) spare from the club is allowed at any level of competition. A team can use an 
eligible spare for any game played assuming the spare is eligible based on Rule 2. 
The spare may be a different player each game. The spare must play the traditional 
lead position throwing the first two stones of any and all ends for their team and 
sweeping delivered stones numbered 3-8. No exceptions. A team with a registered 
5th player may not add a spare or replacement player.  

5. Each Member Association reserves the right to limit the number of teams qualifying 
from each club.  

6. A team must field three of the four original players for each game played at any 
level of the Curling Club Championships. “Original” means signed up and registered 
for league play in their club, OR signed up and registered for a special curling club 
championship qualifying event created within their club (with the permission of 
their Member Association). If an “Original” team only has three players, then those 
three players must be on the ice at all times up to and including the national 
championships.  

7. If any team had only three players all year, or in the special qualifying event, the 
team may pick up an eligible spare who must play the traditional lead position 
throwing the first two stones of any and all ends for their team and sweeping 
delivered stones numbered 3-8.  

8. If a team has five players during the season, one player must be designated the 
"5th" who, if added to the line-up, must play lead and sweep stones 3-8. Or, they 
may choose four (4) players from the 5-person team to participate as a four-player 
only team in the competition.  

9. All four (4) competitors and any 5th or spare player must be bona fide residents 
within the geographical area of the Member Association they are intending to 
represent (unless granted an exception by the Member Association).  
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10. A competitor can participate for only one affiliated curling club in one season. If you 
lose out while playing for one club, you cannot then play for another club unless the 
Member Association accepts the competitor as a 5th player or spare player.  

 

Teams must qualify under one of the following conditions:  
1. Regular league players, or;  
2. A club championship process, or;  
3. A special event to determine your Curling Club champions for your club that is not part of your 

formal club championships.  
 

The use of the delivery stick by any competitor (and any 5th player or spare) is acceptable subject to the 
Curling Canada rules under Rule 19. Curling With A Delivery Stick.  

Teams who play in leagues where teams from different clubs compete and whose players may not be 
members of the club where the league is hosted, are ineligible to compete for the Curling Club 
Championships. For example, teams playing in a city-wide super league or major league. 

EXEMPTION NOTE:  
Previous three seasons are 2019-2020/2018-2019/ 2017-2018 
 
Each four-person team is allowed to have one (1) player who, during the previous three (3) curling 
seasons, has participated in the Canadian Mixed; and/or, the Canada Cup; and/or, the Continental Cup; 
and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; and/or, the Brier; and/or, the Canadian 
Seniors; and/or, the Canadian Mixed Doubles; and/or, the Under-18; and/or, the Canadian Wheelchair; 
and/or, any Canadian Trials or Pre-Trials event; or any provincial /territorial event leading to these 
events. This same player can have played in a Tier 1 or Tier 2 Grand Slam event in the previous three (3) 
curling seasons.  
However, the other three team members of the team cannot have played in the following:  

1. Any Tier 1 Grand Slam event in the previous three (3) seasons. They could have 
played in a Tier 2 Grand Slam.  

2. Any provincial / territorial championship leading to the Canada Cup; and/or, the 
Continental Cup; and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; 
and/or, the Brier; and/or, the Under-18; and/or, the Canadian Wheelchair; 
and/or, any Canadian Trials or Pre-Trials event in the previous three (3) seasons; 
OR, unless their final ranking is less than the threshold established by the 
respective Member Association (see chart). Note: any player can have played in 
any of these events four (4) years and more back in time (regardless of finish) and 
not affect their eligibility for the Curling Club Championships.  

 
Threshold: Therefore, if you are not the ‘one’ player on the team without any restrictions, you and/or 
the other three players and any 5th players and any spares may have competed in any provincial / 
territorial championship in the previous three (3) seasons and still allowed to play in the Curling Club 
Championships, as long as you don’t match or surpass the thresholds set by your province (see chart 
below).  
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5th players at the Canada Cup; and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; and/or, the 
Brier; and/or, the Canadian Seniors; and/or, the Under-18; and/or, the Canadian Wheelchair; and/or, 
any Canadian Trials or Pre-Trials event are considered as not to have played in those events.  
 
*Not applicable for 2021-2022. Competitors (as individuals or as a team) who competed in the previous 
season’s national Curling Club Championships are ineligible to compete the following season at any level 
including as 5th players or spares.  
 
A minimum of three (3) players must be a minimum of nineteen (19) years of age or over as of June 30th 
immediately prior to the national championships.  
 
Any team is allowed one (1) player under nineteen (19) years of age whom shall be considered a 
“minor”. They must be accompanied by a legal guardian (or a chaperone identified by the legal 
guardian) for the duration of the event including departure from home and return to their home. A legal 
guardian can be a parent on the team. The team is responsible for all costs associated with legal 
guardian who is not a team member.  
 
Curling Canada has the sole authority to grant exceptions to these rules in extraordinary circumstances. 
Before exercising this discretion, Curling Canada will consult with the relevant Provincial/Territorial 
curling association, and will notify the Provincial/Territorial association in writing of any decisions 
regarding exceptions that are granted. 

 

Member Association You are ineligible if…… 

Alberta You finished 8th or better at any provincial 

British Columbia You competed in any provincial championship (not including 9th or 
lower in the Mixed Doubles) 

Manitoba You finish 8th or better at any provincial 

New Brunswick You finish in the championship round at provincials OR you finish 3rd 
or better at open provincial events.  

Newfoundland & Labrador You finish 3rd or better at provincials 

Northern Ontario You finish 2nd or better at provincials 

Northwest Territories You win a territorial championship 

Nova Scotia You finish 3rd or better at provincials 

Nunavut You finish 2nd or better at territorials 

Ontario You finish 8th or better at any provincial 

Prince Edward Island You win a provincial championship 

Quebec You finish 3rd or better at provincials 

Saskatchewan You finish 8th or better at any provincial 

Yukon You win a territorial championship 
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IV – RANKING / SEEDING 

Clubs will be ranked by average wins earned over the prior season’s Championships.  A minimum of four 
(4) and a maximum of the top third (33%) of clubs entered, rounded to the closest even number, will be 
placed into the official Draw as appropriate based on their seeding. The remaining teams will be placed 
into the official Draw by random selection.  

V – PRE-GAME BRIEFING 

Club Playdowns:  The Member Club will determine its method to award first rock advantage in the first 
end.  However, they are encouraged to use the method described for the Provincial Finals. 

Provincial Finals:  a “coin toss” will be used to determine: 

• Stone handle colour.  The team choosing the dark coloured handle (blue/red) will throw a clockwise 
draw for their last stone draw.  The team throwing yellow handle will throw the counter-clockwise. 

• Pre-game practice order. A draw to the button competition will be used to determine last stone 
advantage in the first end. 

VI – DRAW TO THE BUTTON 

During preliminary play of the Club Championships, each player on each team will deliver a minimum of 
one (1) draw shot for last stone advantage before throwing their second, if number of games played 
allows.  Further clarification can be found on page 65. 

VII – COACHES 

In compliance with the Rules for the National Championship, coaches will not be permitted at the 
Provincial Championship. 

VIII – OTHER  

• Players who were registered fifth (5th) team member during previous seasons provincial or national 
events are not considered a player under these rules. 

• Players who are registered fifth (5th) team member during the current season’s provincial events 
are considered a player under these rules. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


