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January 7, 2022 

Jamie Ferguson 

CEO, Sport Nova Scotia 

5516 Spring Garden Road 

Halifax, NS B3H 1G6 

 

Dear Jamie: 

On behalf of the 33 private curling clubs in Nova Scotia, we are requesting you advocate on our 

behalf for an exemption to the current Public Health restrictions regarding sporting games and 

tournaments. 

The sport of curling offers over 6,500 members throughout our Province the opportunity to 

play a sport safely, enjoy camaraderie of consistent people and at this time of great change is a 

positive influence on our mental health, all while adhering to all Public Health Guidelines.  We 

are one of very few sports that offers participation from all ages and genders. 

During the Winter season 2020-21, we were able to adapt our rules of play and access to 

buildings and as you witnessed, curlers did what they had to do to play and we are proud to say 

that there was not one case of COVID during this time.  We could easily invoke modified rules 

to see our curlers back exercising and in the rinks. 

Along with mental well-being, the Association has two other concerns with the current 

restrictions stretching on into February. 

Firstly, and most importantly, is the survival of our 33 curling clubs.  On the heels of last season 

that saw clubs close for several months, the current practice-only restrictions since December 

17, 2021 forced clubs to close early for Christmas break.  Some are delaying opening but with 

the restrictions now extending to January 31st at least, some are considering closing for the 

year.  This would be a major setback for their members and communities.  Curling Clubs are 

community hubs and provide the opportunity for members to check in on each other. 

Some members have asks for refunds on their membership (expecting restrictions to last until 

March – the end of our season).  Curling clubs are not in the position to refund memberships, 

as for many, they are governed by volunteers and operate on very tight budgets.  Aging 

infrastructure and increases in insurance coverage are already taking a toll on our rural clubs.  

Providing credits to members for the 2022-23 season is not a sustainable option.   Without 

provincial or federal assistance in 2021-22, several clubs will have to have Board discussions 

about the ability of their club to keep the doors open.  Several clubs experienced infrastructure 
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difficulties opening this year, and without a full season and full membership dues this year, this 

could be their last year of operation. 

The second consideration is the Canadian Curling Association is proceeding with their Canadian 

championship schedule.  They have been working with the host site Public Health offices and 

governments to ensure a safe championship can occur.  Here in Nova Scotia, if we cannot host 

provincials two things could happen: 1) Nova Scotia, as a province, will not have representation 

at the Canadian championships and/or 2) whoever attends from Nova Scotia will be 

marginalized as they have not been able to keep their skillsets sharp and be game-ready.  Nova 

Scotian athletes are already marginalized as they do not compete on arena surfaces during the 

season. 

In conclusion, we all thought being double vaccinated would solve operational issues and no 

one expected the number of variants that we are now living with.  The curling community has 

had no issues with proof of vaccine requirements and would adhere to any additional 

requirements such as proof of booster, invoke previously approved modified curling rules, 

restrict visitors and spectators, or any other rule as seen fit to allow games and tournaments to 

recommence. 

We ask that you support our request to Public Health and advocate on our behalf so that 

curling games and competitions can commence effective February 1, 2022.  If I can provide any 

further information Jamie, please do not hesitate to contact me or Virginia Jackson, Executive 

Director. 

Respectfully, 

 

Mike Strang 

President, Nova Scotia Curling 

 

cc. Nova Scotia Curling Association Board of Directors 

cc. NSCA Member Club Presidents 

 


